If the Examiner has any questions regarding the amendment presented herein, it is 
guested that the Examiner contaet the undersigned at the telephone number shown below. 

An early and favorable action on the merits is earnestly solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Miftiael N. Mere! 
Reg. No. 33,966 




ROBERTS & MERCANTI, L.L.P. 
105 Lock Street, Suite 203 
Newark, New Jersey 07103 
Phone: 973-621-0660 
Fax: 973-621-0774 

•Express Mail" mailing label no. EL 869 002 192 US 
Date of Deposit F-hruarv 22. 2002 
I hereby certify that this correspondence and/or tee 
is being deposited with the United States Postal Serv.ce 
"Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" serv.ee under 37 
CFR 1 10 on the date indicated above, in an envelope 
addressed to; "Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washins , "»- BC 2023 1 " . 
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Re: 



UN^DSIAIESPAI^^ 

Examiner: Unknown Art Unit: Unknown 

Application of: FEENSTRA, Frits Kornelis 
Serial No.: To be assigned 

Filed: herewith 

METHOD FOR MAKING A DENTAL ELEMENT 

ror. 

APPENDIX I 

ywmW HM^m^ TO SHOW CHANSESMABE 



TN THF CLAIMS: 

Claim 3 has been amended as follows: 

3 tended) A method — g «o clatm 1 ,„r 2,. wherein the shape and dtmensron . 
of th e denta. element are measured in a pa,ienr whi.e using an oprica, scan technique, preferably 
a laser technique. 

Claim 5 has been amended as follows: 

5 (Anrended) A method according to [any one of the preceding claims] c]aim_l, wherein 
laye ,s of a suitable material are successively applied onto each other by three-dimensioua, 
pnnting and wherein each layer is bonded a, desired positions to a preceding layer thereby 
allowing the removal of excess, non-adhering material. 

Claim 8 has been amended as follows: 

8 (Amended) A method according to claim 6 ,or 7,, wherein the binder ■ selected from 
ft. group of coUotdal silica, polyvmy, acetate (PVA), starch adhesives, aoryla.es, polyvinyl 
afcohol, poiyethylene oxide (PEO), emyleneviny. acetate (EVA) and derivatives thereof. 
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Claim 9 has been amended as follows: 

,. (Amended) A method according to [claims 6-81 cJsmH, wherein rhe powder - 
seieced from , he group of ceramic materials, snch as SiO.A. ,0,, *A CaO, ^ 
TiO ; , BaO, Ce 0! , La 2 0„ MgO, ZnO, Li 2 0 and combinations thereof, and me* such as aUoya 
of gold, platinum, paHadium, nickel, chrominm, iron, aluminum, moiyhdennm, her, horn, 
copper, magnesium, cobalt and tin, and combinations of metals and ceramic matenals. 

Claim 10 has been amended as follows: 

10. (Amended) A method according to [any one of claims 6-9] d^6, wherem 

the layers are applied with a doctor blade. 

Claim 11 has been amended as follows: 

„. (Amended) A method according to [claims 6-101 claimti. wherein the powder 

is applied in dispersed form. 

Claim 14 has been amended as follows: 

,4. (Amended) A method aeoording ,0 [claims 11-13) cjaimil. wherem a, least 

one layer differs in composition from the others. 



Claim 15 has been amended as follows: 

15. (Amended) A method according to [claims 12-14] claimil, wherem the 
powder is locally applied with a computer-controlled nozzle. 

Claim 16 has been amended as follows: 

16. (Amended) A method according to [claims 12-15] daiml2, wherein at least 

one of the powders has an average particle size less than 50 nm. 
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Claim 17 has been amended as follows: 

17. (Amended) A method according to [any one of the preceding claims] claim 1 , 

wherein the dental element is sintered at a temperature of 400-800 °C for a period between 10 
minutes and 3 hours. 



Claim 19 has been amended as follows: 

1 9. (Amended) A method according to [any one of the preceding claims] claim 1 , 
wherein the dental element is additionally shaped by grinding, filing, polishing, sanding, blasting 
or treatment with a ball bed. 



Claim 20 has been amended as follows: 

20. (Amended) A dental element obtainable by a method according to [any one of 

the preceding claims] claim 1. 



"Express Mail" mailing label no. EL 869 002 192 US 
Date of Deposit February 22, 2002 
I hereby certify that this correspondence and/or fee 
is being deposited with the United States Postal Service 
"Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service under 37 
CFR 1.10 on the date indicated above, in an envelope 
addressed to: "Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, DC 20231". 




MicharTN. Mercanti 
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